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A SERMON, &c. 


P.$ AL MCxVL-: 18. 


Precious in the fight of the Lord is the death of 
has Saints, 


1 portion of holy writ is peculiarly 
ſuitable to the preſent folemn occaſion. 
Indeed 1t 1s full of the moſt comfortable and 
moſt evangelical truths. It places the infinite 


and glorious Deity in the moſt pleaſing point of 


view. It brings his faithful children under the 
immediate beams of his reconciled countenance 
at their greateſt extremity : and ſo dilplays the 
loving-kindneſs of God unto them at that awful 
hour, that one would almoſt wiſh to die, for the 
ſake of that honour which the Lord confers 
upon his dying Saints. | 

The Pſalmiſt had juſt been reſtored from 
a bed of ſickneſs and other ſevere trials and at- 
flictions. He therefore breaks forth into thankſ- 
giving for all the mercies of his God, and elpe- 
cially for thoſe he had ſo lately experienced. 
But, as if his mind entered on a ſudden into a 
retroſpective view of the tender ſenlations he 
felt, and particularly of the gracious conſciouſ- 
neſs he enjoyed of the favour of an approving 
God, while he lay in the valley of the ſhadow 
of death, he prononnces that deciſive declara- 
tion, © Precious in the ſight of the Lord is the 


death of his Saints.” 
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Mie have in theſe animating words, firſt, the 
glorious perionage repreſented to us, who deigns 
to beſtow a peculiar {mile of approbation on his 
dying Saints. 

Secondly, the happy perſons pointed out, that 
enjoy the unſpeakable honour, 

Thirdly, their peculiar ſituation, when they are 
bleſſed with thele gracious {miles of Deity. 

And, Laſtly, the manner and ſpirit in which 
God is then pleaſed to manifeſt his care and at- 
tention to them, expreſſed by thoſe pointed 
words, © Precious in the fight of the e 18 
the death of his Saints.“ 

We are, firſt, to deſcribe the gracious and 
glorious Being, © Who bows the heavens and 
comes down,” and ſmiles, and ſheds his celeſtial 
influences on his dying Saints, 

But who 1s ſufficient! Who can deſcribe 
Him, © Whom no eye hath ſeen or can ſee! 
Who dwells in unapproachable light, and whom 
the heaven of heavens can not contain!“ Who is 
inſmite in goodneſs to intend the happinels of 
his creatures, inſinite in wiſdom to plan out 
their happinels, and infinite in power, to exe- 
cute the plans which his wiſdom has dictated 
and his love intended. 

The original word which we tranſlate Lord, 
is JEHOVAH, which ſignifies I AM---the Self, 
extitent God, © from everlaſting to everlaſting 
the fame,” original Being, and the Fountain of 
being to all things beſide ! Who knoweth all 
things, pait, preſent and to come, from eternity 
to eternity; and who filleth all in all: who 
pollelles every perfection, and in whom every 


perfection 
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perfection is infinite]! Before whom the burning 
* Seraphim veil their eyes with both their 
wings,” when he manifeſts a blaze of his glory 
to their enraptured ſpirits. | 

But how 1s 1t poſlible that this GOD ſhould 
ſtoop at all to worthleſs, wretched, fallen man ? 
Becauſe this very God is become man: © not. 
by converſion of the Godhead into fleſh ; but 
by taking the manhood into God.” © He paſſed 
by the nature of angels, and took on him the 
ſeed of Abraham that he might become bone 
of our bone, and fleſh of our fleſh ;” and by the 
power of his reſurrection draw us up to himſelf. 
The eternal ai, © the WORD that was with 
God, and was God, was made fleſh.” Though 
* he was in the form of God, and thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God,” yet he 
* made himſelf of no reputation, and IP upon 
him the form of a lervant, and was made in the 
likeneſs of men: and being found in faſhion as 
a man, he humbled himſelf, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the crols.” 

Here is the anſwer to every inquirer. Jefus, 
Jehovah, hath died upon the tree. He is riſen, 
and hath aſcended into heaven, bearing his hu- 
man nature filled with all the fulneſs of the 
Trinity into the throne of God. There he fits, 
* raiſed above all principalities, and powers, 
and every name that is named either in this 
world, or in that which is to come.“ The Father 
* hath put all things under his feet, and hath 
given him to be Head over all things to the church 
which is his body.“ From thence his ſacred eye 


rains down pity and compaſſion upon a fallen 
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world. The Comforter, his 7 Vicegerent, 


convinces, converts and ſanttifies all that will 
yield to his divine operations: and precious to 
our Jeſus---yea, precious to Father, Son, and 
Spirit, is the death of his Saints. 

But who are the Saints? This is the ſecond 

oint to be conſidered. 

1. Not the /elf-r:ghteous, whoſe only boaſt is 
the performance of a few legal actions, and an 
attendance on a round of dry, inſipid duties; 
while their hearts experience nothing of “the 
kingdom of God,” which “ is righteouſneſs, 
and pcace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.” 2. 
Not the Antinomians, who make Chriſt a 
Miniſter of fin, who © daub themſelves over 
with untempered mortar,” and make of the 

oſpel a pillow, on which they may reſt in their 
Nos and have their corruptions continually 
nouriſhed and ſtrengthened. 

But the /aznts, whoſe deaths are precious 
to the Lord, are thoſe, who have felt the 
plague of their own heart, the bitterneſs of fin, 
and the want of a Saviour: thoſe, who have 
given up every * except © I am damned, but 
Chriſt hath died :” thoſe, who have experimen- 
wy known the depth of their fall in Adam, 
and groaned for redemption through the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. | | 
But this 18 not all. Theſe favourites of hea- 
ven © have waſhed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb.” The merit 
of the Saviour has been applied ta their hearts 
by the divine Comforter, and © the love of God 
13 ſhed abroad therein by the Holy Ghoſt given 


unto 
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| unto them. They now magnify the Lord, 
and their ſpirit rejoiceth in God their Saviour. 
They have received the ſpirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry Abba, Father: and the Spirit 
itſelf beareth witneſs with their ſpirit, that they 
are children of God. They know that they 
dwell in God, and he in them, by the ſpirit he 
hath given them: and their fellowſhip is with 
the Father, and with his fon Jeſus Chriſt.” Like 
Enoch, © they walk with God;” and by virtue 
of this holy communion with the Deity, they 
daily grow more like unto him, and are ſtamp- 
* brighter and brighter characters of him- 
elf. 

Now, “ the peace of God, which paſſeth all 
underſtanding, flows in their hearts like a river.“ 
It balances all their paſſions, and gives an even- 
neſs and ſerenity to their ſouls which the world 
knows nothing of. It ſpreads before them a 
continual feaſt. 

They are clothed with humility. They lie 
at the feet of Jeſus: and their whole ſoul 
cries out, Thou, Lord, haſt wrought all my 
works in me: not unto us, not unto us, but 
unto thy name be the E and glory.“ 

The meekne/5s of Jelus dwells in their ſouls. 
« 'They have learned of him to be meek and 
lowly m heart.” When in affliction, they can 
* ſit, like patience on a monument, ſmiling at 
grief.“ And all the gentle ¶pirit of their Maſter 
1s ſtamped upon them. Every word that pro- 
ceeds from their lips, drops as the dew upon 
the tender herb: 1 their indignation is levelled 
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at nothing but in. And even that indignation 
is divinely tempered with pzty. | 

Behold alſo their yatience. See how it flows 
out in afflictions, and glories inthe croſs. Every 
diſpenſation of their God is received with gra- 
titude, as an open or diſguiſed bleſſing. © They 
are ſtrengthened with all might by his Spirit in 
the inner man,” both to ſuffer and to do his holy 
will in every diſpenſation and under every diſ- 
advantage. 

The {ong-/uffering of Jeſus alſo ſhines forth 
in them! © they endure all things.” Long will 
they bear, long will they ſtrive with gainſaying, 
inſulting, perlecuting ſinners : and the “ love" 
that © beheveth all things,” will put the moſt 
favourable conſtruction on every thing, and 
the © love” that © hopeth all things will draw 
forth the perlevering prayer for the greateſt 
enemies. | 

Again, the ſaints of God are pure. They 
are not of the world. The love of the Father 
is in them: and that love has given them the 
victory over the luſt of the eye, the luſt of the 


fleſh, and the pride of life. Their ſouls are 


not © cages of unclean birds,” but © the tem- 
ples of the Holy Ghoſt.” There the ſacred 
Trinity has enthroned himſelf : and the Son of 
God {ways his ſceptre of righteouſneſs over the 
whole man. 
Their reſignation 1s not eaſy to be deſcribed. 
* It is their meat to do the will of their Father 
who is in heaven.” Yea, it is their very life. 
1heir will in all things acquieſces with the will 
of God: and they fulfil it, according to their 
light, 
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light, with ſweet alacrity. When they know 
the divine will, they © confer no longer with 
fleſh and blood: but prefer the good pleaſure 
of the Lord to all the tempting poiſons, the 
pernicious pleaſures, and falſe contentments of 
this tranſitory world. They feed on the living 
bread, even Chriſt himſelf, and this ſufhces 
them. 

Their temperance and moderation are known 
unto all men. Every appetite is brought into 
ſubjection to the obedience of Chriſt. And all 
the members of the body become inſtruments 
of righteouſneſs unto holinels. There is © a 
covenant made with the eyes,” and © a watch 
ſet before the door of the lips.“ Their glory 
awakes, and their tongues | the prailes of 
their God, and encourage others in th ways. 
Their hands are opened to the neceſſities of the 
poor: their hearts melt with compaſſion to- 
wards all mankind: and their feet ſwiftly 
run to the place where his honour dwel- 
leth. 

But that which crowns the whole, is their 
zeal for the glory of God a zeal which is the 
flame of love. It burns in their hearts: it burns 
day and night. In that ſacred flame their 
hearts aſcend to heaven; and the great Inter- 
ceſſor perfumes the ſacrifice with his atoning 
blood, and it ariſes up to God as a {weet-{mel- 
ling ſavour. 

Theſe are the men, whom the King of Kings 
delights to honour. The Spirit of glory reits 


on them. The world hates them, as it hated 


their Lord. But God loves them: he [miles 
upon 
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upon them ; yea, © he rejoices over them, even 
as a bridegroom rejoiceth over his bride :” but 
eſpecially while they are paſling through the 
valley of the ſhadow of death. Then“ his rod 
and his ſtaff comfort them ; he ſpreads a table 
for them in the preſence of their ſpiritual ene- 
mies,“ even the conſolations of his Spirit: © he 
makes their cup to run over; he breaks their 
bands alunder.” They eſcape from the priſon 
of the body into a ſtate of perfect freedom; 
out of the earthly houſe, where the better part 
groans, into a building of God, a houſe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

III. But how am I to deſcribe the ſaints of 
Jehovah, before they enter on their great re- 
ward? O that I could raiſe up your ſpirits 
into the viſions of God, and give a view of all 
the ſaints, that are burſting the tender, ſilver 
cords of mortality aſunder, and ſpringing into 
eternal life! Then would you cry out with 
Balaam, © How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob: 
and thy e O Ifrael ! Let me die the 
death of che righteous, and let my laſt end be 
like his!“ 

Behold the placid countenance of the dying 
ſaint! See the crowns of glory and the palms 
of victory! Smiling 3 miniſter unto him, 
and long to tune their golden harps, and ſhout 
him welcome to the ikies! And is all this in- 
viſible to him? Is he not favoured with a 

limpſe of that royal retinue, that waits to con- 
duct him to his Father's houſe! O yes! fre- 
quently he pierces N the veil: he ſees 


the miniſtering ſpirits: he ſees the Saviour gry 
ell, 


| Ms. 
; ſelf, who is the Joy of his heart, and the de- 


light of his eyes! and his whole ſoul ſays, 
Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly!“ 

Shall we for a moment reverle the ſcene ? 
= Behold the miſerable wretch, that is dying with- 
but an intereſt in Chriſt ! Does he look upward, 
the wrath of God lowers upon him. Does he 
look downward ? Tophet opens to receive him. 
Does he look within? Mountains of guilt ſe- 
parate him from the only Being that can re- 
verle his doom? Does he look around him? 


© Devils await to lead him to their own habita- 


tion. Such as they have themſelves, they will 
give him. Where then ſhall the ungodly ap- 
! pear? Where ſhall they look for any comfort? 

While the Saint of the Lord ſays with Szmeon, 
„Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in 
peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation !” 

He reſigns his body into the hands of Him, who 
„ ſhall change it, that it may be faſhioned like 
unto his glorious body, according to the working 
whereby he 1s able even to ſubdue all things 
unto himſelf.” His ſpirit alſo he reſigns into 
the hands of God, as “into the hands of a fauh- 
ſul Creator :” while he triumphs with the. 
Apoſtle, * I have fought the good fight, I have 
finiſhed my courſe: henceforth is laid up for 
me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, ſhall give me at that day, 
and not to me only, but to all thole who love 
his appearing.” Such are the men, whole death 
is precious in the fight of the Lord. 


IV. Their death is precious in the fight of 


the Lord, becaule, 1ſt, he made them for 1 25 
lelf, 


E 


ſelf, and by his grace they are fitted to enjoy 
him. It is his delight to communicate happi- 
neſs: and their ſouls are prepared to receive out 
of his fulneſs. He has been ſeeking ſor, and 
has found, thoſe to worſhip him, that will © wor- 
ſhip him in . and in truth, yea, in the beauty 
of holineſs,” for ever and ever. 

Their death is, 2dly, “precious in his ſight,” 
becauſe he redeemed them for himſelf. He gave 
himſelf a ranſom for them: he bore their ſins 
in his own body on the tree.” Who can tell the 
worth of ſouls, but He who bled on Calvary for 
their redemption ? And his blood has not been 
ſhed in vain ! Thele precious ſaints are the fruits 
of his agomies. Long has he felt for their in- 
firmities. © In all their afflictions he has been 
afflicted ; and the angel of his preſence has ſaved 
them: in his love and in his pity he has re- 
deemed them ; and has borne them, and carried 
them, all their days.“ 

« Their death is precious in his fight,” 4thly, 
becauſe he has „ them. How often did 
they grieve the Holy Spirit! How often reſiſt 
his ſacred operations! But, on the whole, they 
have been faithful: and they have now paſſe 
through the dangerous warfare, and are © more 
than conquerors, through him that hath loved 
them!“ The Comforter has taken poſſeſſion, 
He makes them “ all glorious within.“ 

« Precious in the fight of the Lord, is the 
death of his Saints.” The great Heathen Philo- 
ſopher“ obſerves, © That a good man ſtruggling 
under deep afflictions with invincible Pere 

| | an 
* Tullius Cicero. 
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and reſignation, is a ſight fit for a Cod to look 
down upon with delight.” Yea, brethren, the 
God of gods looks down upon all ſuch with de- 
light. He makes all their bed in their ſickneſs. 
He puts his everlaſting arms beneath them and 
around them, and embraces them with his 
mercy upon every fide, When they call, he 
anſwers, and ſays, Here I am. Fear not, thou 
worm Jacob, and ye men of Iſrael: I will help 
thee, ſaith the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the 
Holy One of Iſrael. When thou paſſeſt through 
the waters, I will be with thee: and when 
through the rivers, they {hall not overflow thee: 
when thou walkeſt through the fire, thou ſhalt 
not be burned, neither ſhall the flame kindle 
upon thee: for I am the Lord thy God, the 
Holy One of Iſrael. thy Saviour.“ 

How precious then unto him muſt be the 
death of his Saints! It is right dear, ſays the 
Liturgy-tranſlation of my text. They enter 
within the arms, yea, into the boſom of divine 
love, and reſt there for ever. If a tranſient 
glance of the divine beauty 1n this vale of tears, 
be ſo tranſporting ; who can deſcribe the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing God face to face, when the pure 
ſoul ſhall drink in the beams of glory, and 
cleave to the Sovereign good, and enjoy him 
for ever! When the underitanding in a won- 
derful meaſure ſhall comprehend the heights 
and depths, and lengths and breadths of the Go 
of God; and the pure and undeſiled affettions 
ſhall bathe their hives wings 1n eternal love and 


delight ! 
Þ Let 
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Let us now proceed to apply what has been 
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ſaid to the holy man, whoſe death we are com- 


memorating. 
Precious in the ſight of the Lord” moſ} 


aſſuredly was his death. But the particulars of 


his life are firſt to be conſidered. 

He was born in the pariſh of K:rkmeathem 
in the county of York, in the year 1734. From 
his infancy he was bred up in the practice of 
moral duties. His education was liberal, and 


his mind formed for improvement. When he 


had finiſhed his ſtudies in the univerſity, he was 


ordained and appointed to the Cure of Leek in 


Staffordſhire. At this place he ſeems to have 
quenched 1n a great degree his former religious 
impreſſions. He was a favourite of his Rector, 
and complied with him in too many of his irre- 
gularities. He informed a friend in this city 
not long ſince, that it was a common prattice 
with them to carry quoits in their pockets to 
the Church on the Lord's day, with which they 
amuſed themſelves, immediately after divine 
ſervice, for a conſiderable time. But a gracious 
Providence delivered him from this unhappy 
connexion : and he was next appointed to the 
Curacy of Battle-Abbey in Suſſex. Here he be- 
gan again to think ſeriouſly, and attracted the 
notice of the Dean of Battle-Abbey, his Redtor, 
by his ſerious 1 and earneſt manner 
of preaching. The Dean was very diligent in 
warning him to have no connexion with the 
Methodiſts. But the caution only induced him 


to inquire for himſelf concerning that people. 
For this purpole he procured as many of Mr. 


Weſley's 
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| 
Weſley's writings as poſſible, which he read 
with great avidity. Theſe had a bleſſed effect, 1 
and he now began to diſcharge the duties of 1 


his calling with an integrity and conſcientioul- 
neſs, which were not common in thoſe times. 
Though he had not much evangelical light, yet 
his ſermons were ſo inſtructive and ſerious, and 
were delivered with ſo much earneſtneſs, that 
he ſoon drew upon himſelf the indignation of 
the Rector. He was immediately ſurrounded 
with diſcouragements and oppoſition, till at 
length he gave up his curacy, and removed 
to Ewhur/t, a ſmall place near Rye in the ſame 
county. | 
His removal to this new Curacy was attended 
with the moſt important conſequences. A Me- 
thodiſt ſociety had been eſtabhſhed in this pariſh: 
but he had been earneſtly cautioned by ſome 
perſons to be much upon - guard againſt that 
people, and more eſpecially againſt one of their 
members, a Mr. Ho/man. But he had not been 
long at Ewhurſt, before this gentleman, ſtruck 
by his ſeriouſneſs and encouraged by his can- 
dour, ventured to invite him to come and hear 
for himſelf. He conſented, and accordingly 
went at the time appointed. Under the diſ- 
courie he was 1 affected: his prejudices 
vaniſhed, his heart was opened, and he felt that 
God was preſent. | | 
The dilcourſe which he had heard, made ſo 
deep an impreſſion on his mind, that he ſhortly 
after delivered the ſubſtance of it to his Pa- 
riſhioners in the Pariſh-Church, but with a ſo- 
lemnity and ſeriouſneſs to which he had _ 
een 


( 16 ) 

been aftranger. It pleaſed God to bleſs what 
he had delivered. Some of, the Pariſhioners 
were much affected, and expreſſed an earneſt 
defire to hear more of thoſe important truths. 
Ile replied, with that lovely ſimplicity which 
marked his character throughout his whole life, 
I received them from the Methodiſt Preacher. 
Go, and hear for yourſelves; and you ſhall 
hear all this, and much more.” He continued 
to attend the preaching, and to treaſure up the 
truths he heard from time to time for the profit, 
of his people. | | 

The work of God began now to increaſe in 
his foul. His convictions deepened much. 
About this time Mr. Thomas Rankin laboured 
in the Suſſex circuit, in which there was at that 


Fog a great outpouring of the Spirit of God. 


n the courfe of Ris duties Mr. Rankin viſited 


Ewhurft : one evening, while he was praying 


in the congregation - before the ſermon, the 
mighty power of God fell upon the people. 
There was ſuch mourning, - weeping, and re- 
Joicing as he had never ſeen or Lene before. 
While the people were ſinging the hymn after 
prayer, Mr. Richardſon and Mr. Holman came 
to the Preaching-houſe door, and were ſuddenly 
ſo affected by an awe-of the divine preſence, 
and by that ſacred power which reſted on the 
_ congregation, that, they afterwards confeſſed 
they ſhould have 3 down, if they had 
not held by the-Yoor-po 
little recovered, they went in: but their faces 
were ſuffuſed with tears. | IIS 
| Aſier 
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After ſinging, Mr. Rankin preached on, © Is 
there no balm in Gilead? Is there no Phyſician 
there?” The Lord applied the word. Eight 
or nine mourners were ſet at liberty, among 
whom were Mr. Richardſon and Mr. Holman. 
This memorable day was Tueſday, the ſecond 
of March, 1762. Mr. Richard/on ſpent moſt of 
the next day with Mr. Rankin at Mr. Holman's, 
telling him what great things God had done for 
his ſoul. All his ſhyneſs was gone; and he 
breathed nothing but love, 1 and prayer. 
In the evening a gracious ſhower came down 
upon the people. Then Mrs. Holman was 
enabled to rejoice in the love of a pardoning 
God, and four or five of the ſervants, beſides 
ſeveral others; and ſome were enabled to wit- 
neſs that the blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth 
from all fin. That evening, for the firſt time, 
Mr. Richardſon was prevailed upon to pray 
with the Society, which he did with many tears ; 
but they were tears of joy and love, 

From this period, he embraced every oppor- 
tunity of meeting with the little Societies of 
Norjham ard Borjham, as well as with the 
Society in his oFn pariſh. Now it was, that 
the Lord bleſſed his word in public, and his 
labours were crowned with ſucceſs. The 
church was crowded with attentive hearers, 
whenever he preached ; and the work of God 
flouriſhed all around. As he grew more bold 
for his Maſter's cauſe, and ſeals were added to 
his Miniſtry, ſome of the pariſhioners were 
greatly offended, and from time to time com- 


plained to the Rector. At laſt their inſinuations 
| EE had 


neſs to God, marked 
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had the deſired effect, in prevailing on the 
Rector to remove him from the pariſh, This 
was to the grief of hundreds, who ſhed many 
tears on the occaſion. His removal from the 
cure took place in the month of October. 

His views were now enlarged, and he began 
to ſee the privileges of the chriſtian church, 
and felt an increaſing deſire after a more inti- 
mate union with the people of God. Mr. 
Weſley hearing of this, and of his removal from 
the Pariſh, invited him to London. He ac- 
cepted of the invitation, and in the month of 
November, 1762, united himſel to Mr. Weſley, 
as a Son 1n the Goſpel. 

Simplicity, 3 of 9 and devoted- 

is firſt appearance among 
the people. His expectations were highly 
raiſed, but it pleaſed God to permit him to 
meet with many trials and diſcouragements: 
and at the ſame time he endured ſome ſevere 
inward conflicts. But as his eye was ſingle, 
and his life devoted to God, he was carried 
through every difficulty. | 
Some of you remember his firſt appearance 
in Grey Eagle Street Chapel, in Spztalfields : 
when, after {peaking for ſeven or eight minutes, 
he cried out, © You know all this better than I 
can tell you:“ and immediately burſt into a 
flood of tears. The whole congregation was 
io overpowered, that not a dry eye was to be 
leen in the Chapel; and more bleſſings were 
received during the interval, in which the 
people were engaged in weeping, than could 
| perhaps 
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perhaps have been effected by the moſt elo- 
quent and evangelical diſcourſe that could have 
been delivered. 

He ſeemed not to have received thoſe gifts 
from the Lord, which are needful to awaken 
and alarm careleſs ſinners, but he was eminently 
bleſſed with thoſe talents which fitted him to 
be a ſon of conſolation. He was in this reſpe& 
a powerful Preacher, and eminently qualified 
to “lift up the hands that hang down, and con- 
firm the feeble knees, to ſay to the fearful 
heart be ſtrong,” and his memory will ever be 
peculiarly dear to the mourners in Zion. 

The umformity of his life, the chriſtian ſim- 

licity of his manners, the meekneſs of his ſpirit, 
bo love of peace, the inſtructive tendency of 
his converſation, and the unction which attended 
his miniſtry for twenty-nine years, will not 
eaſily be Ae 

He was happily exempt from many troubles 
to which ſome of his . are expoſed. 
Speaking with two of them a little before his 
Alneſs, he remarked the painful ſituation of thoſe, 
on whom lie the duties of religious diſcipline: 
and added, © I am not thus expoled. I enjoy 
a happy liberty from it; and I praile the Lord 
for my privilege.” 

He was for many years an afflicted man ; and 
death was thereby rendered familiar to him, 
The ſevere aſthma under which he groaned to 
the laſt, he caught about twenty-ſix years ago, 
while on a viſit to the Rev. Mr. Herridge at 
Everton, by the inadvertency of the ſervants, 
who put him into a damp bed. From that time, 
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to ule his own expreſſion, * he daily fought 
with death hand to hand.” But God for the 
lake of his children, kept up the frail taber- 
nacle. During this time, nothing could alienate 
him from the people to whom he was united, 
and he received from them in return the moſt 
affectionate marks of love and eſteem. 

| His love to the Church of England continued 
to the end of his life ; and he frequently ſpoke 
with grief of heart of the progreſs that Arianiſm 
and Socinianiſm were making among ſome of 
1ts members. 

The illneſs which haſtened his death, was 
occaſioned by a cold which he took on Jan. 1. 
in returning from the new Chapel on the 
Covenant-night. This was ſoon followed by an 
inflammation in his throat, and afterwards by 
an abſceſs which was formed in the ſide of his 
neck, of which he died. 

He was chiefly employed during his laſt ill- 
nels in ſilent communion with God, ſinging, or 
prayer. His faith, reſignation and love ap- 
peared through the whole. He ſaid to a friend 
who viſited him, “ many ſpeak of affurance, 
and here 1s an inſtance of it. I am all faith, 
without one doubt,” To another, I have no 
fear, I have no doubt, I have no unbelief. Death 
is nothing to me:“ this he ſaid with tears of joy 
trickling down his face. | 

He had one day been ſinging with much ear- 
neſtneſs, and, on being aſked what he had been 
ſinging, © That ſong, ſaid he, Which none 
but the redeemed can ſing.” 

Two that much loved him, having views 

Im 


( 21 ) 


him one morning, one of them ſaid to him, 
* Your friends, dear Sir, are affectionatel 
concerned for you : they hope that God ol 
reſtore you to them.” He then intimated there 
was danger. It was replied, © Their hope is in 
God.“ He pauſed a moment, and then with a 
heavenly ſmile he affectionately ſaid, I thank 
them ; but I have no prayer given me etther for 
life or death; and I have no deſire one way or 
the other.” | 
On another occaſion he ſaid, “ This is not 

the time for talking : we ought rather to go into 
an upper chamber, and pour out our ſouls be- 
fore God in prayer.” To Mr. Rankin he one 
day ſaid, at the ſame time taking him by the 
hand, © I believe God will be with the Metho- 
diſts. I find him ſo precious to my ſoul, and 
have ſo often ſeen him gracious to his dying ſer- 
vants among us, that I have no doubt but he 
will be with us to the end.” To Mr. Moore 
he oblerved, © I believe the devil will be diſap- 
pointed in his endeavours to divide us. God 
will help us, and bring us through all. I was 

lad to 3 you give that account of the happy 
Cath of your mother. My mother was angry 
with me alſo. She ſaid, if I had thought you 
would turn Methodiſt, I ſhould not have laid 
out ſo much money on your education, But 
ſhe allo was alterwards convinced of the truth, 
and died happy.” 

When Mr. Rogers, whom he had known from a 
boy, made him a viſit, he bad him come near him, 
and, preſſing his hand, ſaid Can he deliver after 
this /ort?” Alluding to a ſermon Mr. Rogers had 


preached 
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preached about three months before on Dan. iii. 
29. and which, as he ſeveral times confeſſed, was 
made a particular bleſſing to his ſoul. Mr. 
Rogers replied, © He alone is able to deliver in 
a caſe of this fort. He has often ſhewn his 
power and goodnels to them who have confided 
in him, even when human help has failed ; and 
I truſt he will again raiſe you as he has often 
done, and ſpare you to us a little longer.” He 
an{wered, I cannot tell. I leave it all to him. 
I have long conſidered death as a little matter 
to me. Death appeared as near to me when [I 
was walking about from place to place, as it 
does now: and let it come when it will, it is 
welcome. I have not the leaſt ſhadow of doubt 
on my mind, but all will be well. I am ready. 
I have no fear. God has been a faithful friend 
to me for a Jong time; and I have good reaſon 
to ſpeak well of him, and of all his dealings 
with me.“ Mr. Rogers having ſpoken a few 
words in anſwer, went to prayer. After he 
aroſe from his knees, Mr. Richardſon gave 
him his hand. Mr. Rogers then ſaid, God 
bleſs you. I am afraid of your ſpeaking too 
much. Farewell. But I yet hope to ſee you 
again in the New Chapel; and I have wen e 
inſerted your name in the new quarterly plan.“ 
He ſmiled, and ſaid, © Nay, nay, number me 
among the dead men!“ “ No,” replied Mr. Ro- 
ers, I will number you among the living; 
8 I do hope we ſhall again have the happinels 
of ſeeing you able to declare the goodneſs of 
the Lord in the land of the living.“ He an- 
ſwered with a degree of pleaſantry, and ye =" 
mile 
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ſmile on his countenance, © Well, but don't 
put me among the Dancers.“ Mr. Rogers ſaid, 
No, Sir: you know we have done with them; 
you need not fear that, for, depend upon it, 
ou ſhall not ſee any perſon's name in our next 
plan, that either dances, or encourages dancing, 
if we know it, For we have fully conſidered 
the point, and are agreed to ſuffer thoſe things 
no longer among us. He ſmiled again, and 
laid, © I ſhould make a poor dance of it now!” 
Mr. Rogers an{wered, © Indeed you would, Sir: 
but I am ſtaying too long for your weaknels ; 
the Lord be with you.” 
. The night before he died, he was heard to 
ing, 


* Ah, lovely appearance of death, 
What ſight upon earth is ſo fair? 
Not all the gay pageants that breathe, 
Can with a dead body compare.” 


Friday, Feb. 10. His daughter, Mrs. Young, 
who had affectionately attended him during his 
illneſs, had not the leaſt expectation, that his 
diſſolution was near. She had given him ſome 
refreſhment about ſix in the morning, and was 
ſitting at his bed-fide. A little before ſeven he 
was Rss with convulſions. He inſtantly roſe 
in the bed, and, finding himſelf dying, with 
an recollection and with great ene: 

e made an effort with his hand to induce her 
to leave the room, © Gon,” faid he, © 1s 
ALWAYS WITH ME:“ and then, drawing the 


curtain, laid himſelf down, and expired in a 


Thus 


few moments. 
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Thus Giedz in the fty-eightit year of his age, 
our reſpected Fiend, whom I may truly rank 
among Abe ſaints 6f he-kord.a O that we may 


improve our remaining days of probation ! One, 
and another; anfliatother drops into an awful 
eternity, and tod many of us lay it not to 
heart. Bet us no longer miſimprove the calls 


of God. Let the prefent ſolemn opportunity 


be fully improved. Let us now renew our 
Covenant with God, determined to meet our 
Brother in the realms of bliſs. Yet a little 
while, and 1t will be- our turn. What 1s the 
honour which may be derived from the Princes 
of the earth, compared to the being © precious 
in the ſight of the Lord!“ What are the riches 
which ey have to beſtow, to thoſe which the 
Lord confers upon his Saints! What are the 
pleaſures which flow from the muddy ſtreams 


of this tranſitory world, to thoſe which flow at 


his right hand for evermore |! 


_,* Let us then be all for God! Let his favour 
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be. better unto us than life itſelf! Let us capti- 
vate all our luſts, conſecrate all our powers, 
and yield up our whole ſelves to his rule and go- 
vernment., Then will he guide us through life, 
fupport us in the hour of death, and glorify. us 
with himſelf for ever. i 
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